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ng up:

The Jamaican Geographethas a tradition of
highlighting geographical research in Jamaicg
In this issue, we change perspective slightly t
give our readers a glimpse of what goes o
behind the stylish tables, diagrams and aca:
demic declarations. This is crucial, becausq
everything we see in our geography books an
journals originates in everyday life. Geogr3
phy is a unique kind of laboratory sciencé
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our Ol abdé is the wor
reagents are people and places we interac d
. TAMILINADUL
wi t h, even when we t iy il o}

So, in this issue we take a journey of living
geography:6 Geogr ap hy OQunlead
article is part one of a series by a geographe
on vacation in India, living the discipline ag
she travels. We bring to life the activities o . 2
our institutions with exciting news from the Seema Kadir &s
Jamaican Geographical Society (JGS), and thérom Government of India (2007). Kerala &
Department of Geography and Geologylakshadweep Maps. India: Mahesh Arts).

(DoGG) at the University of the West Indie
(UWI). We then show geography applied to }ART I- A gec_)grapher el _rests. It
very topical issue: fear. For those aspiring as!S €ngrained in us to examine the
well as seasoned geographers who need freshinteractions  of man and his
inspiration, we feature a series of accounts environment, delving deep into our
from professional geographers and research past, exploring the transformations
students about their career and fieldwork (and challenges to transformation) of
experiences in India, Jamaica, Guadeloupe,culture over time. What better way to

n

0 G 0 gpxpIBIing tHeCultutdl RitMness of Southern India

rooted in tradition. They wear the typical
shalwar and sari, the temples are
crowded at 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. for daily
worship, and the typical meal of rice,
sambar, aviyal raitha and pappadamis
served on banana leaves, eaten using
your Godgiven utensils: your hands.
The qul of Western culture, such as
wearing threequarter jeans and tshirts,

@le n et with piercing stares and

laughter, and no matter how many
times you wear such attire the response
is still the same.

Our sightseeing began the second week

| nd | a nin Augyst, We Jquineyed,fipmThesgur

on a 17-hour road trip to Chennai, in the
state of Tamil Nadu. Quite contrary to
the traditions of Kerala, Western culture
had penetrated this landscape. We
visited the multistorey Spencer Mall,
which contained British and American
clothing stores, crowded with teens in
the latest Western fashion. My sister
was quite delighted to indulge for 2

St. Lucia and Barbadosd with helpful re- explore all this than travelling 92 s on Pizza Hut and Subway!
search tips. We conclude by announcing uP-yourself allowing cultures  to - St
coming events and, of course, there is consum;e - e you -
oObr awt ao: chall enge sk heoudh nd wi, t h o,u r
y consume them, and

GeoGuruquiz! .
= allowing them to transform  your

thinking through your experiences.
India is without a doubt an

Soyini Ashby, Editor

Inside this Issue:

FocUS: Jamaican Geographical Society 2

undiscovered tourist destination. My

mother is from the Southwestern {
state of Kerala, the destination of my
journey. Kerala i€ g -5
of coconuts, 6 andSEEFTgT IR ENEE ..
is impossible to not be engaged in the varaha Cave in Mamalapuram, Tamil Nadu
production and consumption of (Photo: S. Kadir)

coconuts, from the endless plantation
scenery on every route, to the oil and
milk byproducts which give Kerala

style dishes its unique flavours.

FocUS: Geography & Geology at UWI

Zooming In: The Geography of Fear

Switching Lenses: Professional Geograpl
Space, time and professional geography

Staying within Tamil Nadu, the next day
we travelled 60 km southwards visiting
Mamalapuram, the site of the great
Butterball (rel ated
For the first two weeks we shared in love of butter), and the Varaha Cave,
the traditions of Thrissur A my with its wall carvings depicting one of
mot her 6s h o fevisitidgi sthe rtein aeincarnations of Lord Vishnu
family members and shopping. The dating back to the 7th century.

people of Thrissur, and on the whole, (Continued on pabe
the state of Kerala, are still deeply

Doing while learning geography

Snapshots: Views from the Field

A JamaicanChabinnein Pointea-Pitre
Potholes and paradise

A journey to the Helen of the West
Secrets to doing an undergraduate thesis

Are you a GeoGuru?
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Jamaican Geographical Society (JGS)

S disrobed for an icy river bathe; the more sial questions from various audience
sane preferred to take photos. members.

Next morning, several folks braved an cpristmas Barbecue Who knew throw
early morning bathe in the river, but ing a barbeque could be so much work?
threatening skies suggested an early ggjing tickets, buying ingredients, find

< 18 : start back to Kingston. We had an inter ing tables, finding music, cutting

ot esting encounter along the way in Barbe chicken! It was a never ending list of
Riverbathing in the Martha Brae cue Bottom with a high spirited friend of 5551 Then came the hard part, setting
(Photo: D. Barker) a farmer, but that story is for another is 5 eyerything and coordinating the

. . ) sue. Halfway through Barbecue Bottom ;
Cockpit Countrv HikeThe lonaawaited i events of the day. But we pulled it off.
° v 9 the rain came pour & Gt ¥Rw hictupsd of Sdurded 0 t

Cockpit Country weekend took place g
stop until we were back on campus. e
May 2526, 2007, as a followup to our P P but mission complete!

successful Cockpit Country panel dis-Tourism MegaStructures. The latest Ja
cussion held in February. Our destina-maican Geographical Society panel dis il
tion was aptly named the Last Resort, a cussion took place at the University of F#¥
remote place on the northern edge of the West Indies (UWI) Mona Campus i
Cockpit Country, near the Windsor Re-the Department of Geography and Geol
search Centre. JGS members andogy on Thursday November 15, 2007.
friends were joined by a small group The discussion focused on the controver
from the Natual History Society and sjal issue of tourist megastructures or

colleagues conpleting field researchto o mefat el s6 i n Jamai

delimit the boundaries of Cockpit Coun- well attended by a diverse audience, de

try; in all, 21 adventurous souls. spite the noticeable absence of officials

After an exciting night at the Last Re I A% 0 i SEEten.

sort, we had an early breakfast, after The eveni ngds pr oc:é g-s- red

which we proceeded to make elaborate by Dr. David Dodman, Geography lec Lisa Williams, and David and Victoria
preparations which included fiddling turer and JGS Council Member. ThePodman enjoy while Ryan Ramsook runs
with boots and applying copious speakers for the evening were Ms. Jas N 9"ill- (Photo: S. Ashby)

amounts of insect repellent. We then mine Waite, a postgraduate student in Saturday, December 08 2007, the sun
marched off with our guides, Pem Pemthe Department of Geography and Geol was shining, the breeze was blowing;
and Ray, at a good pace. The trail tookogy, Dr. Carolyn Hayle from the Tourismyou get the drift- it was a lovely day.
us through farm land before entering and Hospitality Institute, UWI Mona, andThe barbecue was scheduled to begin
the first of three or four impressive Ms. Wendy Lee from the Northern Ja at 4 p.m., but true Caribbean people are
cockpits, the largest of which is called maica Conservation Association. never on time. People started aiving to

Bamboo Bottom. Shafts of bright morm i i
) : . 9 Ms. Waite opened the discussion by pre COllect food but since it was not ready,
ing sunlight penetrated its huge stands

of bamboo, creating a surreal, elfin for SETIrY Isgelegenny e oo o _er_1couraged them_to ave a sea
est landscabe. Our path. hacked out in € 9rowth of tourism in Jamaica. She socialize and patronize the bar. Al

oy p ._d patn, o o WS followed by Dr. Hayle, who notegthough some were a bit disgruntled,
ar our guides, eventually snake ) ) T i i
P 5/ - gT e Iy : that in trying to find justifications for MOSt seemed quite content to sit back
around to the Troywindsor trail and, as these tourism megastructures, she and relax. With the smell of barbecue
Ge eltiergEel o e faredt we Welt ., up with more questions than an Cchicken in the air, stomachs were grow
time t.o explore the entrancg chambers swers. Ms. Lee then gave an insightfuling' but serving finally got under way
of Windsor Cave. The trail ended at ) ) some time after 5

~ Wand \gell illustrated presentatlorh on the :

Dangods, next to -Windsor rgse,ar.c C € _
tre. The 7km walk took three and a half environmental and social impacts - of The lines were long, the food was great,
hours. In the afternoon, half the group (2SS MECESUEUTES: the music was blaring, and our day

visited the nearby rapids and a small When the presentations were complete ¢ Ul dndét be going- any
waterfall on the Martha Brae, called Big there were several heated and controver cue was proving to 2e _a drousmg
Rock falls. Incredibly, several people (ORI O 5
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The Department of Geography and Geology, UWI

Despite its small size, the Department has conti nued i ts éidrthe DepartBiengd Sosigdayy, Rsy-r
of Geography & Geology (DoGG) continseries. These seminars largely provide chology and Anthropology hosted a con-
ues to leave an indelible mark onthe an avenue for t h e fedeacp antUtbaneCulturéssof the Cailb- -
UWI Mona campus, being one of the graduates to present their work in an bean. Several papers were presented
most multilingual and multicultural de- academic setting, as well as to be intro- from members of the department, in-
partments at Mona. Each year the de- duced to a variety of presentations from cluding Dr. David Dodman, Dr. Susan
partment has to reshape itself to suit within and outside their disciplines. This Mains, and Kevon Rhiney.

changing times. This academic yearhass e me st er 8s seri es #u%lféaltiounsdT%edde SrEnsd fa2 Leenp a -
been no exception. In fact, the year per presentations, three of which were ble 1 tribut P ificantly t it
started with a bang, or rather, a storm!!! PhD upgrade seminars. Soyini Ashby,.a € fo contribute signiticantly 1o €xis
Hurricane Dean passed south of the Robert Kinlocke and Chanelle Fingal are ing scholastic knowledge thro_ugh a
island battering southern sections of t he depart ment ds nl%rgse pu'mt}er&,quggﬁrts sk} ubrquln b%tbhf
the island. Soon after we experienced PhD candidates. The other papers were ﬁgﬁé’ée\{r']eggogogar&a io?nnin (i)r? 20%% i
the 2007 general elections which car- presented by Dr. Balfour Spence and Some of the most recent cgontribution.s
ried its own set of quirks. Nevertheless, Kwame Emmanuel, both from the De- by the department include articles on
both events passed and things more or partment of Geography & Geology; y P

. : agricultural geography ceauthored by
less returned to normal. ;Zak&zrﬁlaneagcﬂogfhﬁrr?it,cogggu gic:trg Professor David Barker in th&ingapore

Timm from the University of Erfurt, Ger- Journgl of Tropical Ge_ographgnd Geo-
many. As usual, the seminars were both clreipieel Jellilen In 20070 & Ericlar

o . . ter on food supply and authenticity in
insightful and interesting. the Jamaican tourist industry written by

t 0 ®r. David Dodman and Kevon Rhiney,
| published in New Perspectives in Carib-
bean Tourism(in press);a chapter on
smallscale smelting written by Dr.
David Dodman inThe Caribbean Citin
press); as well as an article inFocus on
Geography(vol. 50, issue 1, 2008), and
an entry Internationalf Emay-d 8 s
clopaedia of Human Geography(in

P 0 spress), both by Dr. Susan Mains. The
geologists are not to be outdone, with
work by Dr. Tom Stemann and Profes-

Milestones. This year the department
has lost two members of staff. Profes-
sor Wilma Bailey retired from the class-
room after more than thirty years of
service. Il an Br own
Museum Curator, migrated with his
family to the United States. On a hap- i
pier note, the department has got an 5
extra boost through the injection of four
new postgraduate students. Carlos Mi-
chelle, Joyelle Clarke, Jason Fisher and
Stephanie Williams are the latest inclu-
sions to the Geographyseology family.
This has brought t h*

graduate population to a record break- ponovan Campbell, Shenika McFarlane
ing twentytwo! Additionally, three mem- 4 pavid Dodman at Fort Sumter, South

bers of the department successfully Carolina (Photo: D. Dodman)

completed their PhD dissertations:

Claudel Noel, Vivienne Vassel and conferences. Three members of the
Ashok Sookdeo. Congrats guys!!! department participated in the 2007

sor Simon Mitchell in theProceedings
of the 9th International Symposium on
Fossil Cnidaria and Porifera and a
chapter by Professor Mitchell and Ryan

the Prime Minist errthgsAssogiatien of ,A@qr[cany(gegg(ahc eol o gRyd‘? S dSCp %C : ap|
Award for Academic Excellend® one of Phers (SEDAAG), held in Charleston“rétaceous Rudists and Carbonate Plat-
six who received the award in his sub South Carolina. Dr. David Dodman, forms: Environmental Feedback

category. He is the second person from Donovan — Campbell and  Shenika For 5 detailed profile of the department
the department to receive the award: McFarlane gave paper presentations in please visit our website at htt!g:// .
Parris LyewAyee did so in 2004. a panel on oThe Ge @/ RoRduliefgeodgBo® Car i b-
bean and Latin Amegdeofrhiney, TdachingAssidtant, | 0 N .

earlier this year the Department along- poGG

Brown Bag seminars.The department

bar was fully stocked. Like one patron ran out, the long lines were an indica-
said o0gi mme t wo dr tion lofsthe fimmense sugioit reéeiwed i n -
the scodadke@nOfr o urowd,. frame thg pudlid,|toy whorh e exerebs

(Continued from p&je

successeéunt il

Plenty pasta, rice galore, no chicken! At hi ~ b our. sincere thawks. Hope{)ul(lay next
| east we still haa Ibsrgggros ?Lgfgyeearméas wial\vebe grr11 eve
illed With ups and’ deownéj, But Mone

another five minutes, that is. Our pa-
trons, akhough hungry and disap-
pointed, were understanding, plus the

David Barker, TinaMarie Smith, and

who attended could deny that they had ,
Carlos Michel, JGS.

a good time. Although some of the food


http://www.mona.uwi.edu/geoggeol/
http://www.mona.uwi.edu/geoggeol/
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The Geography of Fear

Everyone experiences fear at some
point. We adapt in response to per-
ceived threats so routinely that we are
unaware of the extent to which fear has
compromised civil liberties and affected
daily life. The reaction to danger has
such varied expression that it is impos-
sible to produce a complete inventory.
However, it is clear that responses to
fear affect human life in tangible and
intangible ways, particularly in relation
to crime. Increased numbers of security
guards at shopping centres, the exclu-
sion of social groups perceived as
threatening from public spaces, and the
rise in the use of devices for personal
defense constitute only a fraction of the
ways in which the problem of crime has
eroded the quality of life.

The relationship between geography
and fear is most clearly expressed in
two ways. Firstly, fear influences the
organization of space through its role in
residential segregation through the con-
struction of both physical and symbolic
boundaries, such as gates and other
less obvious barriers to movement.
Studies such as those by Colin Clarke
and Ann Norton have linked segregation
and retreat to a variety of processes
including social and physical mobility,

crime features as part of this process
as residents increasingly justify the
need for division. Within the last three
decades urban spatial structure has
been redefined by the growth of gated
communities which have been directly
linked to increases in fear.

The cost of crime goes beyond the eco-

nomic and physical losses imposed by
criminal activity, and extends to the
negative psychological impact of living
in a state of constant anxiety. The sec-
ond geographical dimension of fear
relates to its production of place, as
people mentally construct spaces as
safe and dangerous based on the de-
gree of fear evoked. Traditionally, urban
cores have been tagged as feared
spaces and suburban areas as retreats
for the fearful. Of course, this is an over-

lights the notion that the geography of
fear is largely subjective and is
grounded in the perception of place and
evaluations of safety.

While crime as the object of fear is an
important issue in both high and low
crime societies, contemporary concep-
tualizations of fear include a dimension
which is less frequently acknowledged.
Recent literature has explored geopoliti-
cal fears emerging from threats to na-
tional security where issues of identity
and territorialism surface as key fea-
tures of an academic discussion in
which fear is used as a political tool.
This is contextualized by national and
international struggles for security, de-
mocracy and development in a post
9/11 environment.

The geography of fear is fluid. Though it
transcends the boundaries of many

branches of human geography, it is
more commonly positioned in urban

social geography, cultural geography
and behavioural geography. Being an

inherently diverse discipline, geography
has provided a spatial context for a con-
cept that is traditionally located in other

disciplines of the social sciences.

Robert Kinlocke, Graduate Student,

as well as political identity. The fear of simplified generalization; but it high- DoGG

Exploring the
(Continued from pdge
After another fiveminute drive, we

arrived at Mahabalipuram A an

important fort during the reign of the
Pallavas of the Simha Vishu line. The
carvings reflect typical South Indian
style architecture with the earliest
carving dating back to the reign of
Narasimha Varman 1 of 636688 AD.

The monuments are carved from
monolithic rocks, most still attached to
the bedrock. These monolithic temples
are known as the Panchapandaya
Rathas Each of the five (Pancha)

Cul tur al Ri

One of the five Rathas, Mahabalipuram,
Tamil Nadu (Photo: S. Kadir)

chness of Sou

Road (MG Road). If there were any one
place on this Asian sukcontinent that
the West had conquered it would be
here. Up to 11 p.m. the street is buzzing
with activity, with persons from all
nationalities, particularly from the Asian
region, eager to consume the West.
Within a week | moved throughout three
states each with different languages,
cultures, and even different climates. As
a true geographer, | experienced first

hand 6the | ocald chal
as seen in Kerala; the homogenization
of cultures in Chenna

and the globalization of fashion and

temples are dedicated to a God, and Another *hour drive later, we arrived in  food experienced in Bangalore.
facing each Temple God is a carving ofBangalore in the state of Karnataka. |
his animal chariot. We also visited the had always wanted to visit the main

Shore Temple, another
monument in the same area.

Tt century shopping area on Mahatma Gandhi

Look out for Part 2 in our next issue!
Seema Kadir, Graduate Student, DoGG

t



