L25A: Language, Gender and Sex 2006/7

Week 2: September 2006

Tutorial #1

SEMINAR WORKSHEET #1

Small group discussion questions:

1. Why do some people insist on using Ms. but others insist on not using it?

2. Think of the animal (chick) and food (peach) words used to address and describe men and women.  

What do these words reveal about attitudes?

3. In what way do forms of address indicate relative status of different people?  Do these vary from 

language to language?

4. What forms of address show respect?  What forms can be insulting? 

How do forms of address vary from situation to situation?

5. How do groups of people become stereotyped?  Are the stereotypes  often true? How can someone 

escape being stereotyped?

6. How are black males, black females, jews, homosexuals and older women often stereotyped?
Additional Activity:

The two lists below contain terms of reference for men and women.  

When you evaluate the connotations associated with each word, do you find any patterns?  What does this tell you about the way both groups are treated in society?

(One way of looking at the connotations is to mark each word according to whether it is associated with Animals (A), Objects (O), Food (F), Sex (S), Young (Y), Old (Ol), Not Positive or Negative Connotation-neutral (N), Positive Connotation (P),  Derogatory or Negative Connotation (D).
TERMS REFERRING TO WOMEN
lady        
girl         girlie       lass 

chick       babe         biddy        dame         doll

damsel     crone       dish         honey        miss      nympho

skirt      sugar       toots        wench        hag          tramp 
bitch       whore       tease        harpie       darling      sweetie
bunny      maiden      witch        catch        tart         vamp
    squaw      angel       
cookie       hussy        gossip       airhead   dog        dyke        lesbian 
sister

broad 


 TERMS REFERRING TO MEN 

man       
 gent          boy        
guy          fellow        gentleman
lad     brother       bloke      chap  
        
dude
       geek       geezer     

nerd       
old goat   schmuck      sport
         stag       
stud         hunk       
jock       
bum           buddy
      he-man       wimp       jerk       
creep      redneck       bastard
prick        fairy      
gay     faggot        queer      
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