L25A: Language, Gender and Sex (Semester one 2006/7)
Incourse Assignment Sheet

Incourse Assignments (Total 35% of grade)

The projects for this class are intended to give you an opportunity to work with issues of language and gender in a first-hand manner.  

ASSIGNMENT 1  (15%)

Deadline: Tuesday, October 17, 2006   @ 3pm

All assignments are to be submitted no later than this date and time. No late assignments will be accepted. Students are encouraged to submit assignments before the due date. Submit hard copies to your lecturer or tutor, ensure that you get a receipt.

The project is a group assignment (minimum - FIVE people per group).

For this project you will need to tape-record a mixed-sex conversation from any one of the following local sources:

· church meeting: semi-formal  discussion or planning session

· community/club meeting: semi-formal/informal discussion or planning session

· union meeting: semi-formal discussion/negotiation

· company meeting: planning session

· radio talk shows (mixed-sex groups – male host & female host with male guest & female guest)

· television talk shows

· an aired discussion group 

· a public debate 

· a non-linguistic seminar/tutorial – discussion on current social issue.

You will need at least an hour's worth of talk to get enough data for patterns to become evident; and you must also get the consent of the people whom you record – create a permission slip and have this signed before commencing the recording (unless the conversation was recorded directly from a media source).  Ensure that the data has simultaneous speech. Transcribe the exact words spoken and make note of the nature of the participants in the discourse. Use the conventions given by tutor to indicate the features noted.

Submit a typed transcription, a copy of the audio/video tape, a listing of the group members and the extent of their involvement in the project (if a member did not contribute – please state this, that person will be awarded zero [0] for this project. Keep a copy of the transcription for use in Assignment 2. 

Submission checklist:

___copy of audio/video tape [minimum duration: one (1) hour]

___signed permission slip (if necessary)

___listing of group members and work done

___documentation of nature of participants in discourse – eg. no. of females/males, approx. age 

(if possible to judge), participants known to each other, etc.

___typed transcription (hard copy only)

___in appendix – transcription method used, if different from sheet given, or if additional

      symbols were added/used. 

ASSIGNMENT 2 (20%)

Deadline:  Wednesday, November 14, 2006   @ 8pm

All assignments are to be submitted no later than this date and time. No late assignments will be accepted. Students are encouraged to submit assignments before the due date. Submit hard copies to your lecturer or tutor, ensure that you get a receipt.  

The literature on language and gender identifies gendered differences in the use of several conversational features. (These include interruption and simultaneous speech, fillers and backchannels, hedges, silence, politeness strategies, code-switching).

Select any one (1) of these features for which there are several examples in your data, and write an essay explaining:

(a) the use of the feature

(b) the main functions it serves

(c) the effect which your speakers’ use of the feature has on the other participant(s) in the conversation

(d) ways in which your findings are different from and similar to those discussed in the literature and why.

Cite sources, using an accepted citation style in the text and in your list of references.

NB Ensure to include example(s) from your data to support points made in your discussion.

General Guidelines:

I expect your project to be no more than 1000 words (marks will be deducted), but quality is not to be confused with length. Your paper should be typed double-spaced, well proof-read, focused, coherent and to the point. It is important that you structure your paper in an organized way, be sure to include what has been done on the topic by others or what others have said about the feature being examined.

References of cited texts only should be put at the end of the essay (References). See the format for referencing on the “Guidelines for Writing Linguistics Essays’ sheet (available online). 

Assignments will NOT be marked if late, unless there is an accompanying medical certificate to explain the lateness.

Please consult academic journals for case studies – e.g. International Journal of the Sociology of Language, Language in Society, etc.  














